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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Deuteronomy 7:2 – Why would God order the
total destruction of Israel’s enemies? 

Deuteronomy 7:2 says, “And when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you 
shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them 
nor show mercy to them.”

Several times in the Old Testament God ordered similar commands when invading the 
Promised Land (see Deuteronomy 2:34; 3:6; 20:16-18; Joshua 11:20; 1 Samuel 15:18).

Deuteronomy 20:16-18 helps shed light on this issue:

“But of the cities of these peoples which the LORD your God gives you as an
inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive, but you shall utterly 
destroy them… just as the LORD your God has commanded you, lest they teach you to 
do according to all their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you 
sin against the LORD your God.”

Ultimately, the Israelites failed to completely follow this command and what hap-
pened is exactly what God said would happen (see Judges 2:1-3; 1 Kings 11:5; 14:24; 2 
Kings 16:3-4; 17:16-18).

One of the detestable practices that the Canaanite, Moabite and Ammonite religions 
would do was to practice child-sacri�ce, generally understood to mean burning the 
victim to death.

Because the Israelites did not completely wipe out the Canaanites and the others in 
the land, Israel ended up practicing the same sorts of idolatry as the nations they let 
live and were later carried o� to captivity by Assyria (see 2 Kings 16:3; 17:16-18).

The bottom line is that these nations were exceedingly wicked and caused Israel to do 
the same wicked things (2 Kings 17:16-17) but we know that God is just (Deuteronomy 
32:4; Psalm 18:30), righteous (Exodus 9:27; Matthew 27:45-46; Romans 3:21-26), mer-
ciful (Exodus 34:6; Psalm 31:19; 1 Peter 1:3; John 3:16; John 17:3), and holy (Isaiah 6:3; 
Habakkuk 1:13; Exodus 3:2,4,5; Hebrews 12:29) and we should focus on trusting Him 
and His ways even when we don’t understand or see the big picture.


