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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Exodus 9:12 says “But the LORD hardened the heart
of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just as

the LORD had spoken to Moses.”
Does this verse imply that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart causing him to sin or that 
he didn’t have a choice?

There’s a saying that the sun shines on freshly poured concrete causing it to harden 
and the same sun shines on wax softening and melting it. 

Remember that Pharaoh was not an innocent or godly man. Egypt had been en-
slaving the Hebrews for 400 years and Pharaoh had even ordered that the male 
babies of the Hebrews be killed at birth (Exodus 1:16). 

Pharaoh initiated the process of hardening his own heart before and during the 
�rst �ve plagues as seen in (Exodus 7:13, 14, 22; 8:15, 19, 32) but,  “When Pharaoh 
saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart” (Exodus 8:15) and again, “But this 
time also Pharaoh hardened his heart” (Exodus 8:32).

Pharaoh could have repented at any time and stopped this whole process. 

We all have a choice or freewill to repent and follow God or to turn our back on God 
and do things our way.

But God, being omniscient (Psalm 147:5; Hebrews 4:13), knew that Pharaoh would 
not relent, so as a result of Pharaoh’s hardening his own heart, God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart even further and thus allowed the last few plagues (Exodus 9:12; 
10:20; 10:27).

Romans 9:17-18 says, “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: ‘I raised you up for this 
very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be pro-
claimed in all the earth.’ Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants to have 
mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”

The Bible says that God does not tempt people (James 1:13) and He predicted how 
this whole thing would play out before it even began (Exodus 4:21; 7:3).


