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- Genesis 1:26 says, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”

The Bible says that of all the creatures God created, only human beings were made in 
the image of God [Latin: imageo Dei].  The Bible also tells us God is Spirit and does not 
have a physical body.
- John 4:24 says that, “God is Spirit.”

- Colossians 1:15 says that, “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God.”

- 1 Timothy 1:17 says, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is 
wise, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”

- Hebrews 1:27 says, “For [Moses] endured as seeing Him who is invisible.”

Since humans are physical as well as spiritual creatures and as we have seen, God is 
Spirit, we understand that Genesis 1:27 is speaking of the immaterial part of man and 
that is what sets us apart from the animal world to which we were given "dominion" 
over (Genesis 1:28).

Dr. Wayne Grudem explains that "The words image [Hebrew: tselem] and likeness 
[Hebrew: demut] refer to something that is similar but not identical to the thing it
represents or is an "image" of. The word image can also be used of something that rep-
resents something else."

In other words, the original readers would have recognized that they were created like 
God or a shadow of God and in many ways would represent God in the respect of 
having "dominion" over the earth as well as being like God not only mentally, morally 
but socially as well.

We also see the "dominion" and "created in Gods image" terminology in the psalmist's 
paraphrase in Psalm 8:5, 6.
- "For you have created [man] a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him 
with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your 
hands; You have put all things under his feet."

We can see another example in Genesis 5:3.
- "When Adam had lived a hundred and thirty years; he became the father of a son in his 
own likeness [demut], after his image [tselem], and named him Seth." 

Obviously, Seth was not identical to Adam but was similar to him in many ways and rep-
resented his father.
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