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Genesis 1:3 – 2:3 

The Bible says that the Genesis creation took six days, but scientific interpretations sug-
gest it took billions of years. How then can the literal six day view be explained?

There are reputable and highly regarded Christian scholars and brothers who believe 
that these “days” actually represent “day ages” or millions of years. These old earth cre-
ationists base their view on 2 Peter 3:8 as well as other verses.
- 2 Peter 3:8 says, “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day 
is a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

But the more commonly accepted belief is that “days” actually represent the plain read-
ing or rendering of the text and that these are literal six-day, 24-hour (= 144 hours) or 
“solar days”, as young earth creationists believe.

Support for the literal six day view can be found in the following:

- The Genesis account references evenings and mornings of the creation days (1:5, 8, 13, 
19, 23, and 31).

- Exodus 20:11 Seems to support literal solar days in regards to the Genesis creation 
account. “For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, and rested the seventh day.”

- Hebrew scholars also tell us that when a number (first, second, third, etc.) is used with 
the word day [Hebrew: yom], it always means a literal “solar day” and never means a 
“period of time,” with no exceptions.

- And finally, Mark 10:6 states that Adam and Eve were created at the beginning. 
“But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and female.’”

We should never try to force the Bible into the mold of recent scientific findings because 
they change so often, but the scientific data must fit into the Bible or be rejected. Scrip-
ture cannot be subservient to science. Consequently, it would seem best to let the plain 
reading of the text lead us since it’s more accurate to the literal interpretation that God 
created everything, out of nothing (Latin: Ex nihilo) in six days and rested on the sev-
enth day.  

So, the case is not against the inspiration of the Bible but of the interpretation of the 
Bible and the best available scientific data we have. 

The Word of God does not change (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:25), where as scientific theories 
do.

If you would like more information on the Apologetics Ministry of
Calvary Chapel Aurora, please contact Robby Beum at

303.628.7200 or robby@calvaryaurora.org.
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