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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Genesis 22:2 – If human sacri�ce was banned in
Leviticus 18 and 20, why did God command

Abraham to sacri�ce his son Isaac?
Genesis 22:2 says, “Then God said, ‘Take now your son, your only son Isaac…and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.’”

It wasn’t until hundreds of years later that the Mosaic Covenant and the Levitical Law 
was established that forbade human sacrifice.

�Leviticus 20:2-5 gave the punishment of stoning to anyone who practiced child sacri-
fice.

Abraham’s faith was so strong and he was so sure of God’s promise that through his 
seed, Isaac, he would become a great nation that he says to his men in Genesis 22:5, 
“Stay here…the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.”

The word test [Hebrew: nacah] is rendered tempt in the KJV but it’s better translated 
test and means to “prove or try.”  God was testing Abraham to expose what was inside 
of him or in other words, what Abraham was made of.  God tests those who He loves
(1 Thessalonians 2:4), not to hurt or tempt (James 1:13) us, but to strengthen us. 

Abraham didn’t see the big picture but he knew and trusted in His God and even when 
Isaac questioned where the lamb was for the burnt offering, Abraham replied, “God 
will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.”

Abraham passed his test and God provided the animal for the sacrifice and prevented 
Isaac’s death.

Hebrews 11:17-19 gives us the reason why Abraham trusted in the LORD his God:

� “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac 
your seed shall be called,’ concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from 
the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.”


