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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Job 40:15; 41:1 – What are the Behemoth and the Leviathan? 

Job 14:15 says, “Look at the behemoth, which I made along with you; he eats grass 
like an ox…” and then verses 16 through 24 go on to describe a massive creature 
that lives on land.

Job 41:1- says, “Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook…?” and then the
remainder of the chapter goes on to describe a massive untamable creature that 
lives in the sea.
 There are three popular explanations for these animals. First, the
hippopotamus and crocodile which gets us close to the meaning of the text but the 
descriptions don’t completely �t. For example, verse 17 says that the behemoth, 
“moves his tail like a cedar” and we know that a hippo’s tail is nowhere close to a 
tree. We also read of leviathan in verses 19-21 that,  “out of his mouth go burning 
lights…smoke goes out of his nostrils…his breath kindles coals” and this is poetic 
but crocodiles cannot start �res with their breath. 
 Second, dinosaurs are often suggested as the behemoth because they are 
the largest of all the land animals, while leviathan was the largest of all the aquatic 
animals. Supporting this view is that God told Job to “look at” the behemoth (verse 
15) and God said He “made” the behemoth along with Job. The twelve creatures that 
God mentions in Job 38:39-40 are real animals so these two creatures could be 
expected to be real as well.
 Finally, it’s suggested that God’s demonstration of His triumph over evil is 
being spoken of here. The context of Job is even though we cannot see the big 
picture at times, God is sovereign and in total control over all evil. Even when Job 
accused God of unfairness, God answered Job, “Would you indeed annul My 
judgment?” or “Would you discredit My justice?” Here God challenged and then 
rebuked Job and then goes on to show him that He is the only one who ultimately 
triumphs over evil. The forces of moral disorder, though veiled under mythopoetic 
language about ferocious and untamable creatures, are used here as a symbol of 
those who can only be handled by God behind the scenes on behalf of all who must 
su�er in ignorance of what is ultimately going on.

Whichever view is correct, we can walk away knowing that God knew what He was 
doing in Job’s life and He knows what He’s doing in our lives. All we have to do is 
place our, “cares upon Him for He cares for us” (1 Peter 5:7).
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