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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Judges 11: 31-39 - Did Jephthah sacri�ce
his daughter as a burnt o�ering? 

These verses document that Jephthah vowed that if God would give him victory in 
battle against the “people of Ammon,” the �rst thing that came out of his house upon 
returning home would be o�ered up as a “burnt o�ering” to the LORD.

Upon returning from battle after defeating the Ammonites, Jephthah’s daughter came 
“out to meet him…and she was his only child.”(Judges 11:34)

Although possible, Jephthah probably did not sacri�ce his daughter as a literal burnt 
o�ering for the following reasons:

1.  Jephthah would have been aware of God’s law prohibiting human sacri�ce (Leviticus 
18:21; 20:2-5; Deuteronomy 12:31).

2.  It appears by the text that since she would have been dedicated to temple ministry, 
she would have to remain a virgin in the Jewish context of the day. This is supported by 
the fact that she was allowed to mourn for two months and went out with her friends 
and “bewailed her virginity,” not  “bewailed her impending death.”

3.  It would have been easy for Jephthah’s daughter to have gotten married in those two 
months and lose her virginity. There would have been no need to mourn her virginity 
unless dedicated to the temple and would thus have lived a life of perpetual virginity. 
Being “his only child,” Jephthah’s family line would have stopped there and given his 
daughter, and her virginity, plenty to mourn about. 

We then read of Jephthah in Hebrews 11:32 as one of the champions of faith mentioned 
along side of Gideon, Barak, Samson, David, and Samuel. Jephthah made a rash and 
poor vow to God, but if he followed through with sacri�cing his daughter as a “burnt 
o�ering,” it would have been equivalent to “two wrongs don’t make a right.”

Nevertheless, this story teaches us that we should not make rash vows to God. God 
would have never wanted Jephthah to sacri�ce his daughter as a “burnt o�ering” 
(Leviticus 20:1-5). The Bible is clear that the idea of human sacri�ce did not come from 
God, and indeed, He says “nor did it come into My heart” (Jeremiah 7:31; 19:5; 32:35).
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