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extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Matthew 5:48 – Can Human Beings be perfect?

Matthew 5:48 says, “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.”

The Bible teaches repeatedly that human beings are imperfect and sinful. (See Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:8)

When we look at the context of Matthew 5:43-48 and use the Basic Interpretive Principle that Scripture 
interprets Scripture, we see that Jesus is teaching on loving our enemies. The Jewish leaders of the day had 
taught that we should “love your neighbor and hate your enemies” (verse 43) but Jesus authoritatively 
taught that we should “love our enemies” (verse 44) because God’s love has been extended to everyone 
(verse 45). Since God the Father is our standard, Jesus was telling us to be “perfect” or complete in loving 
others as He is perfect.

The word perfect [Greek: teleios] can mean “complete or completeness” and comes from the root word 
[Greek: telos] and basically means that we should “labor for, to grow towards, to set out for or a point aimed 
at, a result, a purpose or a conclusion.”

In other words, we are to aim for perfection in loving as God loves but again, we will never gain a sinless 
perfection as pointed out above. Here’s where the good news of Jesus Christ comes in. Jesus’ perfection is 
applied to us, as believers!

Hebrews 10:14 says, “For by one o�ering [Jesus] has perfected forever those who are being sancti�ed.”

Jesus’ one perfect sacri�ce removed sin forever for those who belong to Him. It is not because of our 
righteousness, because our righteousness is imperfect and thus worthless, but the righteousness of Jesus is 
perfect and it has been laid to our accounts. So how could Jesus demand the impossible task that we be 
perfect? 

Jesus later said in Matthew 19:26, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

For more information on the Apologetics Ministry of
Calvary Chapel Aurora, please contact Robby Beum at

303.628.7200 or robby@calvaryaurora.org.

www.calvaryaurora.org/resources/apologetics


