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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

Psalm 5:5 - How can God hate people when the Bible says 
that God is love?

Psalm 5:5 says, “The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; You hate all workers of 
iniquity.”

How do we reconcile verses that say that God hates or abhors certain people like 
in Psalm 5:4-6; 11:5; Proverbs 6:16-19; Romans 9:13? (See also Jeremiah 12:8 and 
Hosea 9:15). This is indeed one of those passages where we scratch our heads and 
say to ourselves, “Doesn’t God hate the sin but love the sinner?”  We must under-
stand that God loves perfectly and He also hates perfectly. In other words, human 
beings can do neither and so we wrestle with the concept of a God who hates or 
abhors certain individuals who blatantly and willfully reject Him.

The di�culty lies in our understanding of the word “hate.”  Humans understand 
hate as an emotion; a desire for retaliation and an injury to those who have 
personally hurt us; a desire for revenge; malicious and willful contempt towards 
something or someone. Human anger and hate arouses emotions that, if left 
unchecked, can become dangerously close to all sorts of evil thoughts and acts. 
But Biblical hatred is the attitude of a rejection of evil or a strong aversion to and 
repulsion of anything that is evil. It’s not emotional, but judicial, an expression of 
His awesome holiness.

The Bible describes God as a “righteous or just Judge” (Psalm 7:11), and as such 
cannot tolerate evil and wickedness and His justice demands that sin ultimately 
be forgiven or punished in the form of eternal separation from God. The Bible also 
says that “He so loved the world that He gave His only Son” (John 3:16) and that 
God “is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9) and that “God is love” (1 John 4:8).

So when we understand that hate is an attitude of rejection of evil and as the 
righteous Judge, we can see that God separates Himself from the sinner because 
of the sin. The bottom line is that God is sovereign and makes His choices accord-
ing to His sovereign will.
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