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DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

2 Samuel 6:6-7 – Why did God kill Uzzah for trying
to keep the Ark of the Covenant from falling o� the cart? 

2 Samuel 6:6-7 says, “And when they came to Nachon's threshing �oor, Uzzah put 
out his hand to the Ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then the 
anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his 
error; and he died there by the Ark of God.”

The Philistines had previously captured the Ark around 1050 BC and then returned 
it after seven months (1 Samuel 4-6), so in verses 1-6 we read of David gathering 
his people and making the decision to move the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 
on a cart. Verse 3 says that they “set the Ark on a new cart,” brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab (verse 4) and as they were moving it, the ox stumbled and 
Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the Ark (Verse 6).

Verse 7 then says that “,The anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God 
struck him there for his error and he died there by the Ark of God.”

2 Samuel 5:19, 23 sets the scene where David “inquired of the LORD” regarding the 
direction to take against the Philistines, but those words are ominously missing 
from the 2 Samuel 6:1-3 verses. The parallel account in 1 Chronicles 13:1 says that 
David consulted with his “captains…and with every leader.” Instead, David chose 
expediency over consulting God and properly transporting the Ark as God 
commanded. 

In Exodus 25:14, 15; Numbers 4:15, God commanded that the Ark was never to be 
touched and was only to be moved by the Levites. The Ark was to be covered with 
a veil and then carried with poles on the shoulders of the Levites.  

So why did God kill Uzzah if David was at fault? God told Moses and Aaron in 
Numbers 4:15 that “The sons of Kohath shall come to carry [the holy things], but 
they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.”

Even if Uzzah were not a Kohathite or even a Levite, he still would know what the 
law taught in Numbers 4 and 7. We need to remember that even with our purest 
motives, God must have His hand in it and it must be done and performed God’s 
way, according to God’s will and according to God’s Word and not ours.

calvary chapel aurora

If you would like more information on the Apologetics Ministry of
Calvary Chapel Aurora, please contact Robby Beum at

303.628.7200 or robby@calvaryaurora.org.

DEEP:
extending far from the surface

From the Apologetics Ministry of Calvary Aurora

2 Samuel 6:6-7 – Why did God kill Uzzah for trying
to keep the Ark of the Covenant from falling o� the cart? 

2 Samuel 6:6-7 says, “And when they came to Nachon's threshing �oor, Uzzah put 
out his hand to the Ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then the 
anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his 
error; and he died there by the Ark of God.”

The Philistines had previously captured the Ark around 1050 BC and then returned 
it after seven months (1 Samuel 4-6), so in verses 1-6 we read of David gathering 
his people and making the decision to move the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem 
on a cart. Verse 3 says that they “set the Ark on a new cart,” brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab (verse 4) and as they were moving it, the ox stumbled and 
Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the Ark (Verse 6).

Verse 7 then says that “,The anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God 
struck him there for his error and he died there by the Ark of God.”

2 Samuel 5:19, 23 sets the scene where David “inquired of the LORD” regarding the 
direction to take against the Philistines, but those words are ominously missing 
from the 2 Samuel 6:1-3 verses. The parallel account in 1 Chronicles 13:1 says that 
David consulted with his “captains…and with every leader.” Instead, David chose 
expediency over consulting God and properly transporting the Ark as God 
commanded. 

In Exodus 25:14, 15; Numbers 4:15, God commanded that the Ark was never to be 
touched and was only to be moved by the Levites. The Ark was to be covered with 
a veil and then carried with poles on the shoulders of the Levites.  

So why did God kill Uzzah if David was at fault? God told Moses and Aaron in 
Numbers 4:15 that “The sons of Kohath shall come to carry [the holy things], but 
they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.”

Even if Uzzah were not a Kohathite or even a Levite, he still would know what the 
law taught in Numbers 4 and 7. We need to remember that even with our purest 
motives, God must have His hand in it and it must be done and performed God’s 
way, according to God’s will and according to God’s Word and not ours.


